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SEBASTOPOL’S DANGER 
GROWING 


CONCENTRATING 200 tanks on a narrow’front, the Germans 
‘ have driven a wedge in the Red Army lines near Kharkov, 
while reports from the Crimea emphasise the growing gravity of 


the situation at Sebasto 


|, where General von tein is 


broadening his attacks all along the 40-mile front and tightening 
the arc gripping the fortress from north to south. 


Reuter says: ‘* Everything suggests that the time may be 
near when the defenders of Sebastopol, after eight months of 
epic resistance, may find the odds against them in this cam- 


paign too much.”’ 


Though Marshal Timoshenko’s troops have had to 
ground, their main defences remain unbroken by the riew 
man thrust on the Kharkov front, “ Red Star “ 


(Reuter. ) 


ive 
er- 
claims.— 


MASSED TANKS IN ACTION 


VICHY, ‘Wednesday. — The mass 
assault on a narrow sector of the 
Kharkov front, which yesterday forced 
the Russians to make a slight with- 
drawal, was made with 200 tanks (says 
the. Vichy News Agency, quoting 


—— — 


JAPANESE HELD UP 
CHINESE RETAKE CITY 


According to Reuter and Associated 
Press despatches last might, the 
Chinese, fighting hard to keep open 
the gap between the Japanese pincers 
on the Kiangsi-Chekiang railway, have 
recaptured the city of Kweiki, the 
furthest point reached by the Japanese 
in their eastward push along the rail- 
way from Nanchang. In their west- 
ward push the Japanese are still held 
at, Shangyao, 30 miles east of Kweiki. 
‘The Chinese have thus slightly widened 
the ‘gap. 

Announcing the Kweiki victory, the 
Chinese communiqué indicates that the 
Japanese are now trying to extend 
their control south of the railway. 
They have reinforced their troops at 
Wuyi; 30 miles from ‘Kinhwa, the 
Chekiang capital, and 15,000 men are 
driving toward Lishui, an important 
highway centre, 100 miles from 
Nanchang, and 125 south of Hantchow. 
This drive against Lishui, the Chinese 
spokesman said, was aimed at captur- 
ing the aerodrome, next in importance 
to Chuhsien Aerodrome as a base for 
bombing Japan. 

NEW DELHI.—R.A.F. bombers 
again raided the town and harbour of 
Akyab, Burma, on Tuesday, says an 
Air Headquarters communique to- 
night. Bombs were dropped, from a 
low level on buildings near the jetty. 
One stick straddled a wharf and a large 
building on the main jetty. Aircraft 
also attacked Akyab Aerodrome, the 
radio building being machine-gunned, 


MALTA’S DEFENCE 


Malta, which has been attacked in 
strength since the fall of Tobruk, is 
hitting back. In 24 hours two bombers 
and three fighters were destroyed and 
several other fighters damaged. The 
Luftwaffe has raided the island for 
three nights running.—(Reuter.) 


BARLEY 35s. ; OATS 25s. 8d. 


The Minister for Agriculture has 
fixed the price of this year’s barley 
crop at 35/- per barrel delivered to the 
nearest railway station or canal depot. 
Last year’s prices were from 28/- to 
00/- per barrel. : 

lor oats the minimum and maximum 
prices are, respectively, 21/- and 25/8 
per barrel similarly delivered. Last 
year’s price was 18/8, with a rise of 
one penny per month. The prices in 
both cases will remain unchanged 
throughout the sale season. 


LESS ILLEGAL GAS USED 


Smaller numbers of people are using 
cas during the ‘off’ periods, an 
/rish Times reporter ‘earned from the 
Dublin Gas Company yesterday, and, 
therefore, the number of householders 
whose supply has been cut off has 
correspondingly diminished. 


j and tenacity. 


Red Star). *‘ These tanks were hurled 
forward together at one point, but, 
although the Russians were forced to 
give way, their lines remained un- 
broken." | ; 

Vicby radio reports that, the evacua- 
tion of civilians from Sebastopol is 
nearly completed. 

Red Star, quoted from ,Moscow, re- 
ported that the Germans had driven a 
wedge to some extent in the Soviet 
defence lines on this Kharkov sector. 
Several infantry units supported the 
assault on a narrow front. In other 
sectors the Germans are trying to 
break through with groups of about 
50 tanks. A few Soviet units have 
been compelled to retreat and take up 
new defence positions.—(Reuter.) 

LONDON, Wednesday.—Advancing 
in complete darkness, and breast-deep 
in mud, Soyiet forces made a gap in 
the German lines south-east of Lake 
Ilmen, German radio stated to-day. It 
added that the Russians were able to 
throw fairly strong forces into the gap, 
but claimed that the attack, the out- 
come of weeks of fighting for a 
strategic height, was repulsed. The 
Russians were said to have stormed the 
height at night, supported by night 
bombers, artillery and mortars.— 
(Reuter ) 


MURMANSK ATTACK 


Waves of German bombers on Tues- 
day attacked the port and town of 
Murmansk, said the German News 
Agency last night. Incendiaries caused 
widespread fires, it is stated, and a 
violent explosion was seen among the 
railway buildings, and the town was 
obscured for the whole day by a thick 
pall of smoke. German fighters shot 
down eleven enemy ‘planes, of which 
seven were British.—(Reuter.) 

MOSCOW, Wednesday. — An 
Izvéstia correspondént reported from 
Sebastopol to-night that the German 
Command continues to transfer fresh 
armoured units and large quantities of 
artillery and aircraft to the front. 
‘The Germans are heavily bombing 
our firing lines, battle formations and 
forward positions. By incessant bombing, 
shelling and trench-mortar fire they 
are. trying to immobilise our troops. 
Our men are showing supreme courage 
The enemy’s losses are 
mounting daily. Thousands of enemy 
dead remain on the field after every 
attack. Superior enemy forces are 
furiously pressing towards the town.” 
—(Reuter.) 

A Soviet unit on the central! front 
repulsed an attack by ‘‘ enormous” 
German tanks with a barrage of 
‘Molotov cocktails,’’ said Moscow 
Radio to-night. Twenty were de- 
stroyed. In a 24-hour battle between 
Soviet tanks and a German 8.8. regi- 
ment 900 Germans were killed and 
eight tanks destroyed. The Russians 
have recaptured four villages on this 
front in the last few days.—(Reuter.) 


_GERMAN SHIPS SUNK 


Soviet Northern Fleet submarines 
are taking heavy toll of enemy ship- 
ping, said Admiral Haller, broadcast- 
ing from Moscow to-day. One sub- 
marine sank ten transports and another 
eight ships with. a total displacement 
of 50,000 tons.—(Reuter.) 


* 


tine Foreign Minister, 
Government was sen a. 


R. EARLY, White House 
Secretary, announced yester- 
day that President Roosevelt had 
summoned a ng meeting of the 
Pacific War Council for Thursday. 
Mr. Churchill would attend, and the 
Canadian Premier, Mr. Mackenzie 
King, was on his way to be present. 
It is expected, says Reuter, that 
Mr. Mackenzie King will remain in 
Washington for later conferences after 
Thursday's meeting. - 
Mr. Early did not say for what pur- 
the meeting had been arranged, 
cables Associated Press from Wash- 
ington. Special importance is believed 
ta attach to the meeting because of 
Mr. Mackenzie -King’s attendance, 
since Canada is usually represented by 
har Minister, Mr. Leighton McCarthy. 


” CHINA’S PROBLEMS 


Mr. Cordell Hull, United States 
Secretary of State, said yesterday that 
full consideration was being given to 
military problems in China during the 
talks between President Roosevelt and 
Mr. Churchill. | 

Admiral Sir Andrew Cunningham, 
leader of the British Admiralty dele- 
ation in Washington has arrived in 
Vashington. 

The Dutch Foreign Minister, Dr. 
Van Kleffens, accompanied by Dr. 
Loudon, Dutch Ambassador to W®sh- 
ington, conferred for more than an 
hour with President Roosevelt. 


CONGRESS LEADERS 


American Congressional leaders have 
been summoned to the White House 
by President Roosevelt for a conference 
on Thursday which Mr. Churchill will 
attend. Some legislators 
that the conference would resolve into 
a searching review of the war situa- 
tion. There were also indications that 
the talks between President Roosevelt 
and Mr. Churchill were nearing a point 
at which some announcement of what 
had been accomplished might be made, 

Congressional leaders are expected to 
include Mr. Henry A. Wallace, U.S. 
Vice-President and Chairman of the 
Economic Defence Board, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, Mr. 
Sam Rayburn, the majority and 
minority leaders of both Houses, Mr. 
Sol Bloony and Senator ‘’om Connally, 
Chairmen of the House and Senate 
Foreign Relations Committees.—(A.P.) 


WHITE HOUSE TALKS 


The American columnist, Dorothy 
Thompson, suggests in the New York 
Post that r. Churchill and Mr. 
Roosevelt are debating (1) The Rus- 
sian theory that the Germans must be 
weakened by continuous strain and 
exhaustion, and (2) the British theory 
that a second front must not be 
attempted until a knock-out blow is 
possible, 


BOARD FROM SEAWEED 
‘DEVELOPMENT DELAYED 


Irish seaweed board, invented b 
members of the Industrial Researc 
Council, will not be available to 
builders until after the war. 

Last week the Jrish T'imes reported 
the Í pee from seaweed, of a 
board, “ with good appearance, and 
able to hold nails and screws well.” 
Samples went to the Building Research 
Station of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research in London, 
and were reported upon as suitable 
for many ‘commercial purposes. 

The board, however, was found to 
be too soft for immediate ume. Greater 
pressure would be needed te produce 
e harder board, but, owing to present 
conditions, the machinery with which 
to achieve that end cannot be imported, 
and the development of the process 
will have to be left until after the war, 
unless Irish engineers do something 
about it. 


CLOTHES RATIONING 


Mr. E. A. McGuire, in a statement 
to the Press last night, said that the 
drapers’ organisation had decided not 
to have any further publicity on the 
Clothes Tationing Order. This was 
now impossible. 
“ Mr. Lemass,” he added, “ made a 
statement, in the Dáil to-day, that. the 
drapers had opposed rationing in toto 
This statement is inaccurate. The 
Drapers’ Chamber of Trade handed Mr. 
Lemass a written statement, in which 
it was clearly pointed out that they 
were not opposed to rationing, but to 
the unnecessarily drastic rationing 
Order. The Minister, by his action 
since he made that Order, in drastic- 
ally gg By. it, has admitted the 
justice of the drapers’ case. 
Dyers and cleaners in Ireland are 
anxiously awaiting any further de~ 
cisions which the Minister for Sup- 
plies may make with regard to cloth 
rationing. : 
If he Toa vit the coupon “ price ” of 
suits at forty they expect to be en- 
gulfed with orders for re-lining, and 
generally, revitalising. This hap- 
pened in England when rationing was 
introduced, and. dyers and cleaners 
were unable to cope with demands. 
‘‘So far we have received no ‘ re- 
pair’ orders,” a prominent member 
of the industry told the Zrish Times 
egg ó ‘and the re appear to 
) waiting to see if there are any 
further revisions of the Order. We 
also are affected by rationing, and 
coupons will have to be surrendered 
for the materials. which we will have 
to use in patching or lining.” 


BUENOS AIRES TO PROTEST 


After a coutetense with ‘the Acting 
President, Sefior Castill.,. the Argen- 
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Supplies, in the 


with diminishing success. 


virtually nil, 
while, in 


Turning to specific commodities, Mr. 
LEMASS disclosed that while small 
additional quantities might be secured 
from time to time, it could be taken 
that supplies of raw rubber were com- 
pletely sto , and they. should 
proceed on the assumption that for the 
duration of the war, and many years 
after, perhaps, fresh supplies of raw 
rubber would not be available.’ The 
major portion of existing stocks wouid 
be reserved for the manufacture, of 
tyres for commercial vehicles, so that 
essential transport might be maintained 
as jong as _ possible. With drastic 
restriction of use it would be possible 
to meet minimum 
end of next year, 
would be none. 

In the case of tea considerable 
quantities had been purchased in India, 
and if they could’ have transported it 
here it would have eased the position 
considerably, but the war in the East 
had intervened, and only a small 
percentage had arrived. They could 
reconcile themselves to the fact that 
the remainder, stored in Calcutta by 
Tea Importers, Ltd., would not arrive. 

They had purchased abroad about 
20 years’ normal supply of coffee. It 
would be necessary to place various 
controls on the import of coffee to 
prevent rivalry among importers. No 
one could say yet if all the -offee 
purchased would secure transport. 

There was a small stock of jute in 
the country, which they could not 
supplement at the moment. The United 
Kingdom authorities were allowin 
shem a monthly supply. The norma 
consumption of sacks here was 
15,000, @ year. 
~ It had not been possible to import 
manila for ropes and binder twine, and 
there was only a small supply of sisal. 
The normal yearly consumption now 
was 2,500 tons, against about 900 
tons in recent years, the increase being 
due to the extended harvesting. ‘The 
amount they had for the year was 
1,650 tons. They were trying to 
meet the problem endeavouring to 
secure twine from green flax, 


after that there 


Before the United States entered 
the war there had begn vo difficult 
in getting export licences for good 
from the United States. Now, how- 


ever, the United States control of 


| licences had been linked up with the 


British blockade arrangements, and 
licences were very much restricted. 
Imports by reel post from the 
United States had now been restricted. 

The most noteworthy development in 
imports from Britain was. the drastic 

uction in coal, which had resulted 
in rail, gas and household shortage. 
Some deputies had suggested that con- 
versations between his Department and 
the British Government would result 
in more imports from Britain. ‘‘ The 
explanation,” said Mr, LEMASS, “ is 
that curtailment of supplies to us is 
due to British Ministerial decisions 
dictated by political considerations ; or, 
at any rate, by their own war-time 
needs. '' ' 

The contacts between his Depart- 
ment and the British Ministry were 
numerous, and it had never been sug- 
gested at any time that the curtail- 
ment was due to anything but their 
own war-time needs. 


BARGAINING ASPECT 


.“ If by going to London the position 
could be improved,” he said, ' then 
some indication of that fact would 
have been given us by the heads of 
the Department with which we have 
been in contact. It had been sug- 
ested that they should bargain on the 
is of agricultural supplies. here 
was no use in disguising the fact that 
they had nothing to bargain witb. 
Production of bacon and butter was 
scarcely adequate for Irish require- 
ments. It had been suggested that 
we should not give them live-stock 
unless they gave us certain supplies. 
“1 think, he said, “that if they 
were faced with the choice between 
our cattle and their own war-time 
requirements, they would do without 
our cattle, and I don’t think that would 
improve our circumstances.” 
Among the most serious problems 
of the year was transport. No foreign 
April, 1040, except the Fisaish View 
y. ex i icla 
ath purchased a ‘lrish Shipping, 
td.) which arrived by accident, three 
fish-meal ships and three ships which 
came by special arrangement with 
wheat. Irish Shipping, Ltd., had now 
13 ships, of which eight were active, 
These ships were now vi 
engaged in the wheat trade, 
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NEW SYSTEM’ OF TEA AND 
- SUGAR RATIONING 


, Dail yesterday, 
to obtain an ever-growing list of essential supplies were meeting 


He admitted that Ireland's 


In regard to tea, they proposed to make the registration of 
customers more effective by utilising the present ration books, 
e case of sugar, they were about to in 
tom of rationing, involving the use of the ration books and 
the surrender of coupons against the supplies of sugar. 
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Mr. Lemass sai 


bargaining power had become 


uce a new 


United Kingdom were not allocated on 
a national basis, but, on a guota basis 
to wholesalers who might not be 
located in our territory. They had to 
do the more difficult thing of adjust- 
ing the number of customers in rela- 
tion to the supply. They intended to 
make the registration of customers 
more effective by the utilisation of the 
ration books, and an announcement of 
the date of the coming into operation 
of the new system of registration would 
be made shortly. ' 

In the case of sugar, they were 
about to introduce a new system of 
rationing altogether, involving the use 
of the ration books, and the surrender 
of coupons against the supplies of 
sugar. Mr. Lemass said that he hoped 
the system would be brought into 
operation soun. The position of, «ugar 
was not as good as it might be. It 
was unlikely that they would vbtain 
from the current season’s beet harvest 
sufficient sugar to meet their full re- 
quirements next year. Rationing, of 
course, would mean a carry-over into 
next year, which would ease the 
osition. At a later date a curtailment 
in the individual ration might be neces- 
sary, and also fresh restrictions cn the 
use of sugar for non-essential purposes. 
Plans for controlling sugar would have 
tc be based on a long-term policy. 


CLOTHES RATIONING 


Dealing briefly with the steps which 
had led up to clothes rationimg, Mr. 
Lemass said that information of the 
intention to introduce rationing had 
leaked out in advance to the public, 
but if he had taken into consultation 
the interests directly affected — no 
matter how honourable their intentions 
—he thought that the information 
would have become available much 
earlier to the public. The drapery dis- 
tributing trades decided at first on 
agitation in preference to consultation. 
In view of the situation he then de- 
cided to introduce the modifications cf 
the scheme, which, before announcing 
it, he had contemplated as possible. 
He realised the risk of appearing to 


make concession to agitation, but he} 


felt that the whole agitation was so 
unnecessary and foolish that the fact 
would soon become obvious. 

He disliked the tactics adopted by 
some clothing manufacturers, who 
induced their workers to parade and 
agitate, on the argument that rationing 
was going to affect their employment. 
He was also surprised that some trade 
union leaders lent themselves to such 
tactics. Rationing would preserve em- 
ployment for a longer period, and 
secure a more equitable distribution 
among the Fam of the clothing that 
was available. 

The rationing of clothing was only 

of the wider plan, which incluced 
restrictions on the importation of cloth 
to ensure that restricted quotas would 
be utilised to bring in cheap utility 
cloth, such as would be purchased by 
most of the people in preference to 
luxury goods, The plan, continued the 
Minister, included also restrictions on 
the activities of their own manufac- 
turers to confine their activities to the 
bhia of utility cloths of a similar 


Finally, the Minister claimed that 
while they could not, on their own 
accord, prevent a rise in prices due to 
causes outside their control, within the 
limits in which it had been working, 
the Department’s effort to control 
prices had been effective, and their 
system had been as efficient as that 
in any other country, 


BLACK MARKET 


‘Lhe failure of the Department to end 
the black market was held by Mr. 
NORTON (Lab., Kildare) to be a: 
major defect in the Administration. 
It had taken no steps, he declared, 
to end the shameless exploitation of 
the people; and its efforts to prosecute 
in isolated cases of small traders never 
would have any effect on “the” large- 
scale organisations in the background. 

Suggesting that exports could be 
paid ee in tea, wheat and coal, Alder- 
man A. BYRNE (Ind., Dublin) advo- 
cated the appointment of a Food Con- 
troller, 

One of the points raised by General 
R. MULCAHY (F.G., Dublin) was 
that if one-sixth of the crop of 15,750 
acres of flax were retained here an im- 
ae Dublin linen factory could be 

ept running. But, in fact, all the 
flax was allowed to be exported to the 
North. of freland. \ 

When Mr. M. BRENNAN 
Roscomnion) suggested. that some 
cargo space should be found for news- 
print and artificial manure, the Minister 
said that 500 or. 1,000 tors of news- 

rint would be a considerable amount 

ut a similar R bape of manure would 
make very little difference. 
oo House adjourned till 5 p.m. to- 

y. 
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HE amended scheme for com- 
pensation of civilians for 
damage due to belligerent action 
which was made on 15th June by 
the Minister for Finance was pub- 
lished yesterday. This scheme, 
which amends the previous scheme 
in certain respects, was made as a 
result of an undertaking given by 
Mr. O'Kelly when the original 
scheme was discussed in the Sendte 
some months ago. 


‘NEW ALLOWANCES 


The main differences between the 


new scheme and that which it replaces | 


are as follow :— 

Under the old scheme only injured 
persons themselves rea: § weekly 
allowances up to 30s. a week in case of 
total disablement. The new scheme 
provides in addition for allowances to 
dependents of earners, among whom 
are included wife, husband, children, 
including adopted children, and adult 
members of the family shown to have 
been totally dependent on the injured 
earner. . 

Under the old scheme the compensa- 
tion payable in case of:the death of an 
earner Tonsisted of lump sums not 
exceeding in all £600 payable to the 
widow, children and other dependents 
of earners. The new scheme provides 
instead for weekly allowances to these 
dependents. Partial dependents, how- 
ever, are still compensated in cases of - 
death by lump sums. 


MEDICAL FEES 


The new scheme provides, like the 
old one, for payments in respect of 
medical and funeral expenses, but goes 
on to provide for the payment by the 
Minister for Finance of the cost of 
medical treatment or surgical operation 
afforded to injured persons, where that 
treatment or operation is calculated to 
reduce their disablement. 


G.S.R. GENERAL MANAGER 
MR. E. C. BREDIN APPOINTED 


Mr. Edgar €. Bredin has been 
appointed General Manager of the 
Great Southern Railways Company. 
He has been acting General Manager 
since the retirement of Mr. W. H. 
Morton. 

A former student of Mountjoy 
School, Mr. Bredin has been associated 

with the com- 

“%: pany since he 

ss entered the 

fe engineer. 

ing works at 

inchicore in 

se 1907. Fourteen 

og years later, he 

a2. Was appointed 

see works manager, 

and in 1937 he 

| became chief 
mechanical 
engineer, Mr. 

Bredin is a 

member of the 

institute of 


Mr. E. C. Brepin. Civil Engineers 


in Ireland, and: 


is the designer of the two engines, 
“Maeve” and “''lailte,” the giants 
of the. company’s locomotive fleet. 
The following appointments are also 
announced :—Mr. C. J. Tyndall to be 
running superintendent of the loco- 
motive department; Mr. T. FE. Brazil 
to be .commercial assistant, traitic 
department, and Mr. D. Kirwan to he 
operating assistant, traffic department. 


NEW LORD MAYOR OF 
CORK 
NAMES DRAWN FROM BOX 


The drawing of names from a box 
had to be resorted to by the Cork 


Corporation last night before a Lord | 


Mayor for the ensuing year could be 
elected. After three polls, Alderman 
James Allen (Independents) was elected 
by ten votes to eight votes, cast for 
the outgoing Lord Mayor (Mr. 4. 
Horgan). 

Four candidates were nominated : 
The outgeing Lord Mayor, Alderman 
Allen, and Messrs. 1. Quill (Labour) 
and Jerh. Buckley (Fianna Fail). The 
first poll resulted in Mr. Horgan re- 
ceiving six votes, and the other three 
candidates four votes each. It was 
then decided to put the names of the 
three candidates tying in a box and 
the last name to be Siete to be the 
candidate eliminated. Mr. Qui! 
suffered eiimination in this process, 
and in a ~-second ll between 
the outgoing Lord ayor, Alder- 
man Allen and Mr. Buckley, 
each candidate received six votes. 
Lots were again drawn, and Mr. 
Buckley was eliminated, and the final 

Il was between the outgoing Lord 

ayor and Alderman Allen. 

Before the drawing of lots Mr. E. 
O’Mahony commented that the new 
Act under which the election was 
taking place was no better than the 
old Act, and was stupidly drafted. 

Following his election, the Lord 
Mayor said that his appointment to 
the office was a smack to snobbery in 


ork. 
The Lord Mayor’s salary was fixed 
at the customary figure of £1,000. 
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BATTLE LINE 
FRONTIER 


Sollum, eight miles on the E 
main tank army is skirting 
way to the border. 


the southern part of the 
count 


“The old German _iine, 
held by the 8th Army,” says Reu- 
ter’s militar correspondent, “is 
badly sited (a the defence of the 
Egyptian frontier. It runs along the 
edge of an escarpment, varying in 
height from 100 to 200 feet, facing 
east. The western approaches are 
over more or less level ground, giving 
Marshal Rommel a tactical advantage. 
Practically the only motor road, un- 
less one gots 80 miles south of Fort 
Maddalena, is the pass at Halfaya, 
a dangerous, twisting road, which 
proved a death trap to transport in 
earlier operations.” 


BOMBING RAIDS 


The R.A.F Middle East com- 
muniqué states :—‘‘ Medium bombers 
and fighter-bombers of the R.A.E. and 
the South African Air Force made 
repeated and successful attacks during 
Tuesday on enemy transport concen- 
trations in Libya north of the Trigh 
El Abd. During Tuesday night our 
bombers made an attack in force on 
the landing grounds at Gazala with 
good results, Two medium-sized enemy 
supply ships, escorted by four de- 
stroyers and several enemy aircraft 
were attacked off Cap Spartivento, in 
the Central Mediterranean area. Seve- 
ral hits were scored on both merchant 
ships, one of which was seen to go 
down at the stern. One destroyer was 
also hit, causing an explosion. — 
(Reuter.) 


NEXT MOVE 


RERLIN, Wednesday. — At the 
present moment the question of further 
operations is not so much in the fore- 

round as the question of how Marshal 

ommel will solve the manifold tasks 
of organisation which face him, and 
how he will make- use of the vast 
quantities of war material and fuel 
captured at Tobruk,”’ says the German 
News Agency. ‘It is thought in 
Berlin that his tactics will undoubtedly 
be followed up by further óir 
operations.’’-— (Reuter.) 
|, The, Axis claims that the prisoners 
captured at Tobruk number over 38,000. 


U.S. COMMENT 


NEW YORK, Wednesday. — The 
New York Sun comments to-day :— 
Attlee’s statements in the 
Commons make it plain that the Libya 
defeat was not only not foreseen by 
the British commanders in the field, 
but showed also that those com- 
manders were out-generalled at almost 
every ‘point by their resourceful 
adversary Rommel.” 

The New York World Telegram 
complains that London and Washing- 
ton keep talking about a second front, 
and adds: “‘If they are going to act 
the less said the better; if they are 
not going to act they are undermining 
public confidence. Either some of the 
men immobilised in England will have 
to fight soon in Western Europe or 
be rushed to an already active front. 
That includes the American torces 
in Britain.—( Reuter.) 


BRITISH BOMBED 


LONDON, Wednesday.—The Cer- 
man Radio claimed to-night that 
hombers, dive-bombers and fighter- 
bombers yesterday attacked British 
troop and supply transports near the 
Egyptian frontier with good results. 
Some groups, which tried to take an 
alternative route through the desert, 
were spotted 15 miles south-east of 
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AXIS TANKS SPEEDING 
TO SOLLUM 


is less hilly and more suitable for tank warfare. 
the Allied and Axis Íorces are th 
battle for Egypt, the R.A.F. and South African Air F 
still bombing Axis positions in Libya.’’— (Reuter) 
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SMALL units of the rhead of Marshal Rommel’s troops 
have alread wey oe against British positions west of 
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_ ‘* Marshal Rommel’s latest movements, ' says Reuter, “ in- 
dicate that he is planning his main assault on 
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Sidi Omar and dive-bombed for an 
hour, and British aerodromes in 
Western Egypt were also bombed: with 
good results, it was added.—(Reuter.) 


— 


WAR ON MOSQUITOES 


A minor war which has recently been 
waged. in Dublin’s mosquito swamps 
has virtually eradicated the danger 
that this pest may attack holiday- 
maxers this summer. 

The war was conducted by sanitary 
inspectors under the guidance of Dr. 
J. A. Harbison, County Dublin Medi- 
cal Officer of Health. They surveyed 
many parts of the county, where the 
mosquito was likely to breed. Stretches 
of stagnant water were sprayed with 
a mixture of paraffin and sawdust, 
which kills the larve by preventing 
them from breeding. 

Howth once had the reputation of 
being the best breeding ground for 
the pest, but some years ago the 
Urban District Council, through the 
good offices of Professor Bayley But- 
ler, had an expert over from the 
Mosquito Institute at Hayling Island 
to make a survey. Since then every 
year the preventive methods have been 
used. 

It is announced that the British 
Ministry of Health also have begun 
their annual campaign against the 
mosquito. 


PERMITS FOR EIRE TRICK 


A trick to obtain permits to visit 
Eire was exposed in the Glasgow 
Sheriff Court, yesterday, when Peter 
McCardle was sent to prison for sixty 
days. 

McCardle was convicted of possess- 
ing six letters addressed to the people 
in Eire when he was on board a ship 
bound from Glasgow to Dublin, and 
conveying these letters otherwise than 
oy pe. 
Prosecutor Hamilton explained that 
if anyone received a telegram from a 
close relation in Eire that there was 
serious illness in the family, this was 
considered a good reason for getting 
a permit. Some people wrote letters 
to Eire asking their friends to send 
such telegrams. The letters were 
given to persons such as McCardle— 
who had a permit—and they delivered 
them on reaching Eire. By this 
means censorship was avoided. 


EIRE SALMON IN LONDON 


An allegation that the sale of Eire 
salmoy and grilse was held up at Bil- 
lingsgate because the Ministry's agents 
could not obtain the maximum con- 
trol price of 4s. 6d. a pound is re- 
futed in a written reply to the House 
of Commons by Mr. Mabane, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food. 

‘*So faí from there being any ques- 
tions of buyers not being prepared to 
pay the maximum,” says Mr. Mabane, 
“sellers have had to register their 
customers. Over 400 boxes, which 
reached Billingsgate on the morning of 
June 15, were sold immediately at 
maximum prices. A further 80 boxes 
arrived too late to catch the mar«et, 
and, im accordance with usual trade 


| practice, they were held over in ice 


or the next day, when they were all 


sold at maximum prices. 
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